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Gbbal: Loast C,oncern

Taxonomy: ftadously, tuo utbspecies were recognised,
namely Meroles knorti knoxii from south of üE Orange
River in the Northem Cape, arrd M. k. pequensis ftom
rprth d the &ange River in Namibia. Alütdtgh no longer
regarded as valid, the status 6 M. k. peguensis should be
re-assessed because of notable diffurence in body sire
and eg dutch size across the norüpsouth extent of the

sfies' range (Branch 1998). A revient d the taxonomic
statrn of fte latter subsprcies is cunenüy being corducted

ry A.M. Bauer & T. Jackrnan (in prep.). ln addition, Litüe
l(aroo populations may have diverged fuorn westem poru-
lations (Branch et a|.2006a).

Iffiihrtion: Oocurs from southwestem Namibia in the
norür, southwards along the West Coast of the Ntrth-
em and ltlbslem Cape to the Cape Feninsula, and inland
thrcugh the Cedeöerg Mountains and Tanlwa Karm to
the westem Uttle lGroo (Brarrch 1998).tßrohs ftnruli-ftrt l{olldt, l{C GJ- Arerandst

LACERTIDAE



164 SUHICATA 1 IEO14}

Habitat Found in dry areas with sparse vqetation, mostly
on sandy sclils (Branch 1998).

Biome Succulent Karoo; Fynbc; Nama-Karoo; Desert.

Assessmert rationale: Widely distihrted and often very
abundant, particularty near the coast. Tderates grazing her-

biwres and is nd known to be threatened by human activi-
ties, The conserwtion assessment presented here b likely
to be appropriate even if the specie is separated into trlo
or three taxa as mentioned abole, because limited ranges,
srnall populations and sedous threats are unlikely b apply.

C.onservatbn measurcsr None recommended.


